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Greetings from the Executive Director

| am very happy to inform you that the Global Media Research Center (GMRC),
founded in 2015 with the aim to become a major hub for media and communication
research in the Central Japan region, celebrated our fifth anniversary in 2020. In 2019
the research center continued every effort to run joint projects with academic
societies, strengthen international networks and make extensive outreach efforts.

In particular, the research center made ground-breaking achievements in
terms of international academic exchanges. The Graduate School of Informatics and
the research center received Prof. Adchara Panthanuwong, Dean of the Faculty of
Journalism and Mass Communication and her delegation at Thammasat University in
Thailand, one of our long-time research partners in July 2019. Meeting with Prof.
Hiroshi Murase, Dean of the Graduate School of Informatics and Prof. Masato Edahiro,
Deputy Dean, both agreed to discuss preparing for signing an academic exchange
agreement to strengthen research and educational collaborations including joint
research projects and student exchanges. With follow-up discussions and
communications, the both signed an academic exchange agreement and a
memorandum of understanding in December 2019. | am very happy to prepare for an
inaugural symposium in Bangkok probably later this year.

In cooperation with the Japan Association of Global Governance and the Royal
Institute of International Affairs or the Chatham House, the center held the sixth
International Public Lecture ‘the Paradox of German Power: Implications for Japan’ by
Mr. Hans Kundnani, Senior Fellow at the Institute on December 4, 2019 at Nagoya
University and an international symposium ‘Europe after Brexit’ on the following day
at Waseda University. It was highly timely, as the Japanese edition translated by myself
of his best-selling book The Paradox of German Power (Oxford University Press) was
just published in November 2019. Book reviews on the translated version appeared in
the Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, academic journal Gaiko (Toshishuppan,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs), and the weekly Toyo Keizai (January 11, 2020). It was a
tremendous honor that the book was highly regarded as a great contribution to the
academic society.

In addition, Mr. Hiroshi Ota and Ms.Sayuri Imako of the key leading figures at
Yahoo! Japan, one of the major players in internet-service industry, made keynote
speeches on internet services, moderated by Dr. Kazutoshi Sasahara and Dr. Minao

Kukita at the fifth Professional Lecture on October 30, 2019. It was a valuable
opportunity to hold lively discussions with such key persons.

Besides, Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK) , one of our partners, also proposed
hosting a career seminar entitled “Media no ima local global” (the current status of
local and global media) (November 5, 2019). The event was held jointly by NHK, the
Graduate School of International Development, and the research center. Moderated
by Prof. Aya Okada at the Graduate School of International Development, Ms. Keiko
Yamamoto, an alumna who had engaged in English-language news broadcasting as
the face of NHK World (NHK’s international service), and Mr. Taro Mitamura, NHK’s first
bureau chief in Johannesburg, gave lectures for postgraduate and undergraduate
students at Nagoya University and other institutions. It was a great opportunity for
academics and students to get first-hand information on broadcasting and mass
media.

Regarding public broadcasting, the center, jointly with the Graduate School of
Law, hosted a symposium titled “Public broadcasting and laws in the internet age” on
November 25, 2019. The event was focused on NHK’s plan to start simultaneous
online streaming, and attended by experts and students.

In 2020, a novel coronavirus originating in Wuhan, China, began to spread in
Japan. At the time of this writing, specialists both inside and outside Japan were
severely criticizing the Japanese government’s response to the crisis. Nancy Snow,
Professor at Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, pointed out a risk-communication
failure on the part of the Japanese government. Risk communications involves
sharing accurate information with government, specialists, companies, and citizens
about the various risks society faces. This is an important theme that our research
institute must tackle going forward. In fact, the center was fortunate enough to join
other universities and think-tanks on a risk management research project undertaken
with financial assistance from the Suntory Foundation. Such an experience will
provide the basis for our further advancements into this field.

We will continue to collaborate with relevant ministries, agencies, research

Prof. Toshiya Nakamura, Ph.D.

Executive Director, the Global Media Research Center, April 2020.
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The Sixth International Public Lecture
“The Paradox of German Power: Implications for
Japan”; Symposium “Europe After Brexit”

In cooperation with the Japan Association of Global Governance and the
Royal Institute of International Affairs or the Chatham House, the center held
the sixth International Public Lecture ‘the Paradox of German Power:
Implications for Japan’ by Mr. Hans Kundnani, Senior Fellow at the Institute on
December 4, 2019 at Nagoya University and an international symposium
‘Europe after Brexit' on the following day at Waseda University. It was highly
timely, as the Japanese edition of his best-selling book The Paradox of
German Power (Oxford University Press) was just published in November
2019. Book reviews on the translated version appeared in the Nihon Keizai
Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, academic journal Gaiko (Toshishuppan, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs), and the weekly Toyo Keizai (January 11, 2020). It
was a tremendous honor that the book was highly regarded as a great
contribution to the academic society.

Kundnani argued in the lecture and the symposium that reunified
Germany has now emerged as a major European power with geo-economic
“semi-hegemony,” even though it may not have full hegemony. Post-war
Germany, as well as Japan, has been characterized ‘Civilian Power’ with
economic great powers and reluctance against use of force. Kundnani stated
that Germany has not transformed from a civilian power into a geo-economic
semi-hegemon, and it might destabilize Europe such as in pre-war Europe. At
the symposium were discussants, Prof. Hirotaka Watanabe at Teikyo
University, President of the Japan Association of Global Governance, Prof.
Koji Fukuda at Waseda University and Prof. Toshiya Nakamura at Nagoya
University. Diplomats, researchers, experts, media representatives and

students were in the auditorium.
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The Fifth Professional Lecture

Mr. Hiroshi Ota and Ms.Sayuri Imako of the key leading figures at Yahoo!
Japan, one of the major players in internet-service industry, made
presentations on internet services, moderated by Dr. Kazutoshi Sasahara at
the department of complex systems science and Dr. Minao Kukita at the
department of social informatics at the fifth Professional Lecture on October
30, 2019. Ota argued that effective deliveries were necessary in order to
create innovations from inventions, whilest Imako explained on development
of internet services and intellectual property rights in Japan. It was a valuable
opportunity to hold fruitful discussions with such key persons.
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Symposium “Public broadcasting in the
internet age and laws”

Regarding public broadcasting, the center, jointly with the Graduate School of
Law, hosted a symposium titled “Public broadcasting and laws in the internet
age” on November 25, 2019. The event was focused on NHK's plan to start
simultaneous online streaming, and attended by experts and students.
Professor Kazumasa Inaba and Prof. Shuya Hayashi at the Graduate School of
Law made presentations respectively on meaning of launching online

streaming service of NHK for Japanese citizens and on legal perspectives
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of NHK'’s expansion onto online streaming service. Professor Toshiya

Nakamura, Executive Director of the Global Media Research Center, made a
presentation on public broadcasting system and its online streaming service in
Germany. In addition, Mr. Masamichi Sato, a lawyer at Naragodo Law Office,
made a speech regarding a lawsuit filed against NHK by a group of citizens
who claimed that the broadcaster failed to provide fair and balanced
reporting. Specialists, researchers, and students actively participated in the
discussion, exchanging views regarding the significance of public broadcasting
in an age when broadcasting and telecommunications are being fused.
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Career Seminar “The current status of local and
global media from the frontline of reporting”

NHK, one of our partners, proposed hosting a career seminar entitled
The current status of local and global media.” (November 5, 2019). The event
was held jointly by NHK; the Graduate School of International Development,
and the research center. Moderated by Prof. Aya Okada at the Graduate

School of International Development, Ms. Keiko Yamamoto, an alumna
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who had engaged in English-language news broadcasting as the face of NHK
World (NHK's international service), and Mr. Taro Mitamura, NHK's first

bureau chief in Johannesburg, gave lectures for postgraduate and

undergraduate students at Nagoya University and other institutions. It was a
great opportunity for academics and students to get first-hand information on

broadcasting and mass media.
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Academic exchange agreement with
Thammasat University

The Graduate School of Informatics and the research center received Prof.
Adchara Panthanuwong, Dean of the Faculty of Journalism and Mass
Communication and her delegation at Thammasat University in Thailand, one
of our long-time research partners in July 2019. Meeting with Prof. Hiroshi
Murase, Dean of the Graduate School of Informatics and Prof. Masato
Edahiro, Deputy Dean, both agreed to discuss preparing for signing an
academic exchange agreement to strengthen research and educational
collaborations including joint research projects and student exchanges. With
follow-up discussions and communications, the both signed an academic
exchange agreement and a memorandum of understanding in December
2019. An inaugural symposium in Bangkok will be expected probably later in

2020. With the agreement we hope to make great progress for academic

collaborations and fruitful achievement in terms of research and education.
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Nihon Keizai Shimbun, morning edition, 18 January 2020.
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Chunichi Shimbun, evening edition, 4 February 2020.
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Yomiuri Shimbun, morning edition, 30 November 2019.

Asahi Shimbun, evening edition, 24 July 2019.
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Book review: Hans Kundnani, The Paradox of German Power, translated by Toshiya Nakamura, Ichigeisha.
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Yomiuri Shimbun, morning edition, Chubu area, 7 December 2020.
“Using Al for Determination of Land Use: Nagoya University Experiments with Local Companies,” Mamoru Endo commented.
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“Advanced Pneumonia: Fight Prejudice and Discrimination with Reason,” Minoru Karasawa commented.
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Nihon Keizai Shimbun, morning edition, 3 December 2019.“Your boss is Al,” Minao Kukita commented.
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“Closed Situations: Easy to Believe,’ Kazutoshi Sasahara commented.
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“What Do Middle-aged think after the Election?”Tatsuhiro Yamamoto commented.
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